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Jesus Fulfilled the Messianic Prophecies 

There are over two-hundred prophecies foretold by God in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament about God promising to send mankind a Savior and Messiah.
 No man in the history of the world, before or after Jesus, has ever come close to fulfilling these Messianic prophecies. 

The followers of Jesus knew he was the Prophet God had promised to represent Him on earth. This is confirmed in the Gospel of Jesus recorded by his Apostle, John which says, “Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, of a truth this is the Prophet” (John 7:40). This prophecy was given to Moses by God and recorded in the book of Deuteronomy which says:

“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” (Deuteronomy 18:18)
Another prophecy that contains God’s promise to visit earth and teach His people comes from the book of Leviticus which says:

“And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.” (Leviticus 26:12)
Another prophecy of God establishing a New Covenant with His people comes from the prophet Jeremiah which says:

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: [32] Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: [33] But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

There’s also the prophecies from Isaiah when the Holy Spirit inspired him to say:

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel [God is with us].” (Isaiah 7:14)
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)

And yet another prophecy comes from the prophet Ezekiel when God said:

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. [26] A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. [28] And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.” (Ezekiel 36:25-28)

God fulfilled His promise of walking among His people when He sent His only begotten Son into the world to take away our sins and teach us a New Covenant with Him (John 3:16).
 God taught us long ago that we must be Holy, just as He is Holy (Leviticus 11:44-45).
,
 And the only way we can be holy is through His Son’s Holy Spirit living in us. It is the love of Jesus’ Holy Spirit dwelling in us, that frees us from all sin. None of us are worthy to be in the presence of God until we are free from all sin. And because of our human nature, it is impossible for any of us to be free from all sin by man-made teachings and rules. We need the Spirit of God to cleanse us from what we cannot cleanse ourselves from. This is why Jesus said:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (The New Testament, John 14:6) 

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God told us He would one day walk among His people and teach us His commands: 

Prophecy:  And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. [12] And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. [13] I am the Lord your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright. (The Old Testament, Leviticus 26:11-13)

Prophecy:  And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. [14] In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. (The Old Testament, Isaiah 54:13-14)

According to the Hebrew Bible, the people would refer to God as “Immanuel” (or “Emmanuel”) which in Hebrew means “God is with us”. Christians believe Jesus was the Divine Son of God born in the flesh so God could walk among His people. Jesus was the Messiah and living proof how, “the Divine became human, so the human could become divine”:

Prophecy:  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. [15] Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. (The Old Testament, Isaiah 7:14-15)

Prophecy fulfilled:  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. [24] Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: [25] And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus. (The New Testament, Matthew 1:23-25)

Prophecy: The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; [16] According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. [17] And the Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. [18] I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.  (The Old Testament, Deuteronomy, 18:15-18) 

Prophecy fulfilled:  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. [41] Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? [42] Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? [43] So there was a division among the people because of him. [44] And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. (The New Testament, John 7:40-44)

Prophecy fulfilled:  Then he said unto them, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: [26] Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?” [27] And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. (The New Testament, Luke 24:25-27)
Prophecy fulfilled:  This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. (The New Testament, Acts 7:37 referring to what Moses prophesized in Deuteronomy, 18:15-18)

There were many other prophecies that gave us about what the Messiah would do. Through the prophet Jeremiah, God told us the day would come when He would make a New Covenant with His children based in love, not fear or vengeance: 

Behold the days shall come, saith the Lord, and I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Juda:  [32] Not according to the covenant which I made with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt: the covenant which they made void, and I had dominion over them, saith the Lord.  [33] But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord: I will give my law in their bowels, and I will write it in their heart: and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying: Know the Lord: for all shall know me from the least of them even to the greatest, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (The Old Testament, Jeremiah 31:31-34)

God also told us if we sincerely repented for our sins, He would remember our sins no more and would put His Spirit in us so we may live forever just as the Spirit of Jesus lives forever:

And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. [24] For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. [25] Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. [26] A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. [28] And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. [29] I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. (The Old Testament, Ezekiel 36:23-29)

The prophecy of Ezekiel coincides with what Jesus taught us about why his Holy Spirit must live in us so our soul can live forever:

Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; [17] Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. [19] Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. [20] At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” [22] Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? [23] Jesus answered and said unto him, “If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. [24] He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. [25] These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. [26] But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. [27] Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. [28] Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. [29] And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.” (The New Testament, John 14:15-29)

Then Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” [34] Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. [35] And Jesus said unto them, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. [36] But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. [37] All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. [38] For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. [39] And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. [40] And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” [41] The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven. [42] And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? [43] Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, “Murmur not among yourselves. [44] No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. [46] Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. [47] Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. [48] I am that bread of life. [49] Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. [50] This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. [51] I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” [52] The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? [53] Then Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. [54] Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. [55] For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. [56] He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. [57] As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. [58] This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.” These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? [61] When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, “Doth this offend you? [62] What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? [63] It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. [64] But there are some of you that believe not.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. [65] And he said, “Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.” (The New Testament, John 6:32-65)

More Proof Jesus Fulfilled the Messianic Prophecies

The Old Testament includes about sixty different prophecies, with more than 300 references, of the coming of the Messiah. It was through the fulfillment of these prophecies that Israel was told she would be able to recognize the true Messiah when He came. The four gospels record several times when Jesus said that He was fulfilling a prophecy of the Old Testament. Luke 24:27 records, for example:

"And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." And verse 44 notes, "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and the prophets and the psalms, concerning me." [Peter and Paul LaLonde, 301 Startling Proofs & Prophecies (Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada: Prophecy Partners, Inc., 1996).]

Jesus Christ himself said, "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me" (John 5:46). Likewise, Christ's disciples taught that He fulfilled Old Testament prophecy (e.g., Acts 3:18; 17:2-3; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

Here is a partial list of prophecies about the coming Messiah that Jesus fulfilled:
1. A prophet like unto Moses. This was prophesied by Moses, himself:

"The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.' And the LORD said to me: 'What they have spoken is good. 'I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him'." (Deuteronomy 18:15-19).

Like Moses, the Messiah would be a leader, a prophet, a lawgiver, a deliverer, a teacher, a priest, an anointed one, a mediator, a human and one of God's chosen people (a Jew) performing the role of intermediary between God and man—speaking the words of God—and like Moses, the Messiah would offer himself to die for the sins of the people. Both Moses and Jesus performed many miracles validating their message. As infants, both their lives were threatened by evil kings, and both were supernaturally protected from harm. Both spent their early years in Egypt. Both taught new truths from God. Both cured lepers (Num 12:10-15; Matt. 8:2-3) and confronted demonic powers. Both were initially doubted in their roles by their siblings. Moses lifted up the brazen serpent to heal all his people who had faith; Jesus was lifted up on the cross to heal all who would have faith in Him. Moses appointed 70 elders to rule Israel (Num. 11:16-17); Jesus appointed 70 disciples to teach the nations (Luke 10:1, 17). And there are many other parallels between the lives of Moses and Jesus.

2. The Messiah would be a descendant of Noah's son, Shem. Noah said, "Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant (Gen. 9:26-27). Chapter 10 goes on list descendants of Shem, noting that he was ancestor of Eber (Heber: Luke 3:35), the founder of the Hebrew race.

Noah associated Shem especially with the worship of Jehovah, recognizing the dominantly spiritual motivations of Shem and thus implying that God's promised Deliverer would ultimately come from Shem. The Semitic nations have included the Hebrews, Arabs, Assyrians, Persians, Syrians and other strongly religious-minded peoples.

Shem was peculiarly His [God's] steward with respect to the propagation of God's will and plan for mankind, especially the transmission of His saving Word. (Henry M. Morris, The Defender's Bible)
3. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Shem named Abraham ( Genesis 22:18; 12; 17; 22). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.

4. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Abraham's son, Isaac, not Ishmael (Gen. 17; 21). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1. 

5. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Isaac's son, Jacob, not Esau (Gen. 28; 35:10-12; Num. 24:17). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.

6. More specifically, he would be a descendant of Judah, not of the other eleven brothers of Jacob. Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1.

7. More specifically, he would be a descendant of the family of Jesse in the tribe of Benjamin (Isaiah 11:1-5). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1 and Luke 3:23-38.

8. More specifically, he would be of the house of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Jeremiah 23:5; Psalm 89:3-4). Fulfilled: See Christ's genealogy in Matthew 1; Luke 1:27, 32, 69. Note: Since the Jewish genealogical records were destroyed in 70 A.D., along with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, it would not be possible for a Messiah imposter who was born later to prove his lineage back to David and thus fulfill this prophecy. 

9. He will be born in a small city called Bethlehem, specifically the one formerly known as Ephratah (Micah 5:2). Fulfilled: Luke 2:4-20. Note: Christ's birth in Bethlehem was apparently not by the choice of Mary and Joseph; it was forced upon them by Caesar Augustus' taxation decree which required Joseph to leave his home in the city of Nazareth and return to his place of origin to pay the tax.

10. He will be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). Fulfilled: Matthew 1; Luke 1.

11. The Messiah would be the “seed of a woman” come to destroy the work of the Devil. Not long after Creation, God prophesied to the serpent Satan, "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel" (Genesis 3:15). The implication was that Eve's descendant would undo the damage that Satan had caused.

The “seed of the woman” can only be an allusion to a future descendant of Eve who would have no human father. Biologically, a woman produces no seed, and except in this case Biblical usage always speaks only of the seed of men. This promised Seed would, therefore, have to be miraculously implanted in the womb. In this way, He would not inherit the sin nature which would disqualify every son of Adam from becoming a Savior from sin. This prophecy thus clearly anticipates the future virgin birth of Christ.

Satan will inflict a painful wound on the woman's Seed, but Christ in turn will inflict a mortal wound on the Serpent, crushing his head. This prophecy was fulfilled in the first instance at the cross, but will culminate when the triumphant Christ casts Satan into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).

This primeval prophecy made such a profound impression on Adam's descendants that it was incorporated, with varying degrees of distortion and embellishment, in all the legends, mythologies and astrology’s of the ancients since they are filled with tales of mighty heroes engaged in life-and-death struggles with dragons and other monsters. Mankind, from the earliest ages, has recorded its hope that someday a Savior would come who would destroy the devil and reconcile man to God. (Henry M. Morris, The Defender's Bible)

In the New Testament, Christ's apostle John confirms that this was His Master's purpose, "He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work" (1 John 3:8). (Also see: Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 20:10.)

12. He will be a priest after the order of Melchisedek (Melchisedec) (Psalm 110:4). Fulfilled: Hebrews 5:6
13. The scepter shall not pass from the tribe of Judah until the Messiah comes. In other words, He will come before Israel loses its right to judge her own people. The patriarch Jacob prophesied this:

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. (Genesis 49:10)

As Dr. Henry M. Morris' The Defender's Bible explains:

This important prophecy has been strikingly fulfilled. Although Judah was neither Jacob's firstborn son nor the son who would produce the priestly tribe, he was the son through whom God would fulfill His promises to Israel and to the world. The leadership, according to Jacob, was to go to Judah, but this did not happen for over 600 years. Moses came from Levi, Joshua from Ephraim, Gideon from Manasseh, Samson from Dan, Samuel from Ephraim and Saul from Benjamin. But when David finally became king, Judah held the scepter and did not relinquish it until after Shiloh came. “Shiloh” is a name for the Messiah, probably related to the Hebrew word for “peace” (shalom) and meaning in effect, “the one who brings peace.”

According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the Sanhedrin of Israel lost the right to truly judge its own people when it lost the right to pass death penalties in 11 A.D. (Josephus, Antiquities, Book 17, Chapter 13). Jesus Christ was certainly born before 11 A.D.

14. He will come while the Temple of Jerusalem is standing ( Malachi 3:1; Psalm 118:26; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 11:13; Haggai 2:7-9). Fulfilled: Matthew 21:12, etc. (Note: The Temple did not exist at certain periods in Jewish history, and it was finally destroyed in 70 A.D.) 

15. He will perform many miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6). Fulfillment: See list of “Miracles Recorded in the Gospels”.

16. He will open the eyes of the blind (Isa. 29:18). Fulfillment: Matt 9:27-31; 12:22; 20:29; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46; Luke 11:14; 18:35; John 9:1-7. 

17. He will speak in parables (Psalm 78:2). Fulfillment: Matthew 13:34, etc.

18. The Gentiles will believe in Him, while His own people (the Jews) will reject him ( Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; 49:6; 50:6; 60:3; Psalms 22:7-8; 118:22). Fulfillment: 1 Peter 2:7, etc.

19. A messenger (a man of the wilderness) will prepare the way for Him (Isa. 40:3; Malachi 3:1). See John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-3; 11:10; John 1:23; Luke 1:17).

20. The exact day of His public revealment to Israel—and subsequent death.

The precise timing of Jesus' crucifixion was also given to the Jews when God revealed to the prophet Daniel (9:24) how the Jews could calculate the day of the revealing of the Messiah. Talking of a 490 year period, the prophet foresaw that it would begin "from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem" (9:25). In the book of Nehemiah we learn that this command was given "in the month Nisan [on the Hebrew calendar], in the twentieth year of the king" (2:1). The king was Artaxerxes Longimanus who ruled from 465 to 425 B.C. The prophet Daniel said that 483 years from that date, the Messiah would be revealed to Israel, but He would then "be cut off, but not for himself" (9:26). This prophecy refers to the crucifixion when Jesus died, or was cut off, for the sins of the world.

483 years later, to the day, was Sunday, April 6, 32 A.D. On that day, which we commemorate as Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and revealed Himself as Israel's Messiah. He was killed four days later, thus fulfilling the prophecy that He would be revealed and then slain. [Peter and Paul LaLonde, 301 Startling Proofs & Prophecies (Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada: Prophecy Partners, Inc., 1996).]

21. He will enter Jerusalem riding a donkey (the colt of an ass) (Zechariah 9:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 21:5; Luke 19:32-37.

22. He will be hated for no reason (Psalm 69:4). Fulfillment: John 15:25.

23. He will be betrayed (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.

24. More specifically, He will be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10; 26:47-48.

25. The price of his betrayal will be thirty pieces of silver (Zech. 11:12). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.

26. The betrayal money will be cast onto the floor (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:5.

27. More specifically, it will be cast onto the floor of the Temple (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:3-10.

28. The betrayal money will be used to buy a potter's field (Zech. 11:13). Fulfillment: Matt. 27:6-10.

29. He will not open his mouth to defend himself (Isaiah 53:7). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:12.

30. He will be beaten and spit upon (Isaiah 50:6). Fulfillment: Matthew 26:67; 27:26-30. 

31. He will be “numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Fulfillment: Jesus was crucified as a criminal in between two thieves (Mat 27:38).

32. He will be pierced (Zechariah 12:10). Fulfillment: John 19:34
33. His hands and feet will be pierced (Psalm 22:16; cf. Zechariah 12:10; Galatians 3:13).

34. Crucifixion foretold. Psalm 22 graphically prophecies the Messiah's manner of death. At the time the psalm was written (and long after), the penalty for blasphemy was stoning. However, at the time Jesus was condemned by the Sanhedrin, it no longer had the legal right to put people to death. Thus, the case was taken to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate who crucified him according to Roman custom (see: Crucifixion).

35. The Jewish Passover sacrifice and Jesus Christ's sacrificial death coincide exactly.

The dates on which Jesus was taken by the Roman authorities, and then slain, also coincided precisely with the Jewish Passover. Jesus became the Passover Lamb, “without blemish.” At the first Passover, described in Exodus 12, God instructed the Israelites to kill a lamb with no blemishes and to put its blood on their door posts. When the angel of death passed through Egypt where the Israelites were being held as slaves, it would pass by any house that had the blood of the a Passover lamb on its door posts. Jesus fulfilled Moses' prophecy of the Passover Lamb because it is through His blood that we can be saved from, or passed over by, death. [Peter and Paul LaLonde, 301 Startling Proofs & Prophecies (Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada: Prophecy Partners, Inc., 1996)].

36. His bones will not be broken (Psalm 34:20; Exodus 12 states that the Passover lamb's bones are not to be broken.). Fulfillment: John 19:33.

37. They will divide his clothing and cast lots for them (Psalm 22:18). Fulfillment: John 19:23-24. 

38. He will be given vinegar and gall to drink (Psalm 69:21). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:34, 48.

39. He will say: "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Psalm 22:1). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:46.

40. He will be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9). Fulfillment: Matthew 27. According to Henry Morris,

This passage [Isaiah 53:9] could also be read, "they planned His grave (to be) with the wicked, but it was with a rich man [Joseph of Arimathea] in His death." (Henry M. Morris, The Defender's Bible)
41. He will not decay (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31
42. He will be resurrected from the dead (Psalm 16:10). Fulfillment: Acts 2:31, etc. See: "Resurrection of Christ".

43. He will ascend into heaven (Psalm 68:18). Fulfillment: Acts 1:9.

44. He will be seated at the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1). Fulfillment: Hebrews 1:3.

45. He will be the Son of God (Psa. 2:7). Fulfilled: Matthew 3:17, etc.

End Notes: 

(a) The Hebrew Bible or Tanakh, refers to the common portions of the Jewish and Christian books (canons) found in the Old Testament. The Tanakh, which is a combination of the books of the Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim, total twenty-four books in all. These twenty-four books are the same books found in the Christian Old Testament, but the order of the books is different. The enumeration differs as well as Christians count these books as thirty-nine, not twenty-four. This is because Christians view all the books individually, while Jews consider several books to be part of one book. It is important to note that Catholic and Orthodox Bibles of the Old Testament contain six books not included in the Tanakh. These books are called the deuterocanonical books. The deuterocanonical books come from the Septuagint which is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) made during the 3rd to 1st centuries BC. The Septuagint is the oldest and most important complete translation of the Hebrew Bible made by the Jews and still exists to this day. However, some early Jewish leaders disputed the accuracy of the deuterocanonical books and thus omitted them from the Tanakh. However, it is agreed upon by Jewish and Christian scholars that the remaining 39 books of the Christian Old Testament contain the same teachings and prophesies as the 24 books of the Tanakh/Hebrew Bible. (Source: http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Septuagint) 

(b) Muslims believe that because different versions and translations of the New Testament exist (i.e., American Standard, King James, New Living Testament, Douay Rheims, etc.), the different word choices used in various scripture of each translation has somehow altered, or “corrupted” the meaning behind the teachings of Jesus Christ. It has not. Anyone comparing and analyzing scripture between the various modern translations of the Christian Bible can see for themselves that even though different word choices are used in some versions, it obviously has not corrupted or changed the meaning behind the teachings. For proof that the teachings of Jesus Christ are the same in every Christian Bible, we can refer to the earliest translations of the New Testament from the original Greek manuscripts that recorded the words of Jesus. Although the complete original manuscripts on “parchments” do not exist today, they are referenced by St. Paul in his 2nd Letter to Timothy. Paul wrote this letter to Timothy in 66 or 67AD while he was imprisoned in Rome for preaching the Gospel.

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: [8] henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing. [9] Give diligence to come shortly unto me: [10] for Demas forsook me, having loved this present world, and went to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee; for he is useful to me for ministering. [12] But Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. [13] The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments. (The New Testament, 2 Timothy, 4:7-13)

From the books and parchments that St. Paul refers to, as well as the oral tradition of teaching the Gospel, a complete record of the Gospel was written in Greek by the followers of Jesus—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Matthew and John were two of the original 12 Apostles Jesus chose to follow him and were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ teachings, death and resurrection. 

In 382AD, Pope Damasus I at the Council of Rome oversaw the assembly of the first complete book of the Holy Bible. He commissioned Saint Jerome to produce a reliable and consistent text by translating the original Hebrew text (Tanakh) and Greek text (Septuagint) of the Old and New Testament into Latin. This “Latin Vulgate Bible” became the definitive and officially promulgated Latin version of the Bible of the Roman Catholic Church.
 
In 1582, the Roman Catholic Church translated the Latin Vulgate version of the New Testament into English. The Old Testament version of the Latin Vulgate was translated into English from 1609-10AD. The complete Latin Vulgate translation into English is known as the “Douay-Rheims Bible” which was updated in 1752 by Roman Catholic Bishop, Richard Challoner. The updated version included the elimination of the obscure and literal translations from the Latin in which the original version abounds, the alteration of obsolete terms and spelling, and minor text substitutions for such phrases as "the Lord" for "our Lord". The translation of the Douay-Rheims Bible is still considered to be the most authentic translation of the Latin Vulgate Bible in use (see, http://www.drbo.org/). 

Please note: It is very important to re-emphasize that the wisdom and truth of the teachings of Jesus Christ are the same in every Christian Bible. Christians recognize the authority of Jesus as given to him by God the Father (see, John 5:19-47 below) and so as Christians, we strive to be obedient to the teachings of Jesus. 

Many Christians may not be able to fully explain all of the teachings Jesus brought us. But being a Christian does not require that we understand all of God’s teachings. Being a Christian requires that we be obedient to the New Covenant and teachings that Jesus brought us. Learning how to love God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind and all our strength (The Gospel of Jesus Christ, Mark 12:30) is the spiritual journey that all Christians pursue with the help and guidance of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. [20] For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. [21] For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. [22] For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: [23] That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. [26] For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; [27] And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. [28] Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, [29] And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. [30] I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. [31] If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 

[32] There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. [33] Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. [34] But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. [35] He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

[36] But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. [37] And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. [38] And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. [39] Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. [40] And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. [41] I receive not honour from men. [42] But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. [43] I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. [44] How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? [45] Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. [46] For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. [47] But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?” (The New Testament, John 5:19-47)
�. Please see, � HYPERLINK "http://www.Bibleprobe.com" ��www.Bibleprobe.com�. It is also important to note that the books of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and the books of the Christian Old Testament are one in the same. There are numerous matching scriptures found in historical documents like the Dead Sea Scrolls and Nash Papyrus that confirm this. These documents are proof that the Jews have meticulously protected the record of the Word of God for over 4000 years. And although certain words used in modern translations of the Tanakh and Old Testament may differ, this does not alter the basic teachings of what has been recorded and passed down throughout the generations. Thus, the Bible is very accurate and not corrupt. Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Dead_Sea_Scrolls" ��http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Dead_Sea_Scrolls�. For more information on this topic, please see the endnotes in this document titled (a)(b). Please also see, � HYPERLINK "http://www.muslimsseekingjesus.com/uploads/Proof_from_the_Quran_the_Bible_is_not_Corrupt.pdf" ��“Proof from the Qur’an the Bible is not Corrupt”�.


�. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (The Gospel, John 3:16)


�. “For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. [45] For I am the Lord that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” (The Old Testament, Leviticus 11:44-45)


�. Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (The Gospel, Matthew 5:48)


�. In John 7:40-44, the crowd was asking questions about Jesus. Some believed, others were hostile, and others disqualified Jesus as the Messiah because he was from Nazareth, not Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Some did not know Jesus was from the House of David through his surrogate father, Joseph who was husband to Mary, Jesus’ mother (Matthew 1:16). Jesus was also born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7), although he grew up in Nazareth. 


�. Compiled by, Paul S. Taylor and can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/messianicprophecies.html" ��http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/messianicprophecies.html�


� Source: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgate" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgate� 
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