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Here are some Words of Wisdom to live by…
[Please note, you must download this Word file to your computer for the “bookmarks” in the Table of Contents to work. After you download the file, you can Left Click on the TOC to be transported to that letter. Thank you!]
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2I asked God, and God said, "No."


3Pushing against the Rock




I asked God, and God said, "No."

I asked God to take away my habit. 
God said, “No. It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.”

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. 
God said, “No. His spirit is whole, his body is only temporary.” 

I asked God to grant me patience. 
God said, “No. Patience is a byproduct of tribulations; it isn't granted, it is learned.” 

I asked God to give me happiness. 
God said, “No. I give you blessings; Happiness is up to you.” 

I asked God to spare me pain. 
God said, “No. Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to me.”

I asked God to make my spirit grow. 
God said, “No. You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you fruitful.” 

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life. 
God said, “No. I will give you life, so that you may enjoy all things.”

I asked God to help me love others, as much as He loves me. 
God said, "Ah, you finally have the right idea."

Pushing against the Rock

A man was sleeping one night when suddenly his room was filled with the Spirit of God. The Lord spoke and told the man He had work for him to do. 

The Lord led the man outside to an enormous rock that was at the base of the mountain where the man lived. The Lord told the man that he was to push against the rock with all his strength, and while he pushed, the Holy Spirit would keep him company while he worked. 

This the man did, day after day toiling from sun up to sun down; his shoulders set square against the massive surface of the rock pushing with all his strength. And while he toiled the Holy Spirit spoke with him about Jesus and all his works, and the man was encouraged. 

This went on for years until one day the man began to feel that his whole life was being spent in vain. Each night the man returned home sore and worn out. Seeing that the man was beginning to lose his trust in God, Satan decided to enter the man’s mind and began to tell him things like, “You have been pushing against that rock for a long time and it hasn’t budged. Why kill yourself over this? Why not enjoy your life instead? There are many pleasures I can show you if you will only follow me.” 

The man began to doubt his work for the Lord. He thought, “Why am I killing myself over this? I’ll never move this rock. I've spent years doing what the Lord has asked me to do and I have yet to move this rock even a half-a-millimeter. This is hopeless!” 

Feeling weak and discouraged, the man decided to share his frustration with God and prayed, “Lord, I have labored long and hard in Your service putting in all my strength to do what You have asked me to do. Yet, after all this time, I have not budged that rock even a half-a-millimeter. What is wrong? Why am I failing?” 

To this the Lord replied, “My child, when long ago I asked you to serve Me and you accepted, I told you that your task was to push against the rock with all your strength. And now you come to Me with your strength spent thinking you have failed.”

“But is this really so? Look at yourself. Your arms are strong and muscled; your shoulders, back, and legs rippled from constantly pushing. And your heart and mind are wise from learning My teachings throughout the years. Through tribulation, you have grown much and your abilities now surpass that which you used to have. And yet, what you say is true. You have not moved the rock." 

"However, your calling was not to move the rock. Your calling was to be obedient; to push and to exercise your faith and trust in My wisdom. This you have done, and I am pleased." 

"I, my child, will now move the rock.”
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