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The Greatest Act of Love:  Yahweh or Allah?
In Islam, what is the greatest act of love Allah has ever accomplished?  I asked this question to several Muslims and I got similar answers like:  he forgave us of our sins; he gave us families and provisions; he showed us mercy; he gave us the Qur'an. The answers didn't vary much beyond these responses.

Most Muslims believe that the Bible is not trustworthy, that it has been corrupted; that the 
Injeel (gospel) of Jesus (Isa) has been lost. This simply is not true! The Gospel, although translated in many different languages and simplified for today’s reader, still professes the same exact teachings and truths as it did when it was first recorded by the original disciples of Jesus (see, http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/aiia-islamvsbible.html ).
In John 15:13 Jesus said, "Greater love has no man than this, that he lay his life down for his friend." I have the Nestle Aland Greek New Testament with the textual apparatus included in it. The textual apparatus is the complete listing (per verse) of any textual variants that occur in any of the ancient New Testament manuscripts.  Therefore, it is a very easy thing to go to John 15:13 and look at the textual evidence to see if there are any manuscripts that have any variation on that verse. There are none… In other words, there is not a single manuscript of the more than 25,000 manuscripts of the New Testament that have a different translation on that verse. Every single one of them says the exact same thing! I will, therefore, conclude that it is an authentic and reliable saying of Jesus.

Again, Jesus said, "Greater love has no man than this, that he lay his life down for his friend." According to Jesus, the greatest act of love is to sacrifice one's life for another. This means that giving one's life for another is a greater act of love than providing food for him, giving him a family, being nice to him, or honest, or helpful, or whatever. Self-sacrifice, to the point of death, is the very greatest act of love.

Has Allah performed the greatest act of love?  The answer is “No.”  Allah has not sacrificed himself at all.  Allah has not died for another.  Allah has not loved us to the point of death.  In Christianity, Jesus, who was begotten from God and lived in on earth in the flesh of a man (John 1:1-14), laid His life down for us and in doing so made the final blood sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus performed the greatest act of love! 
How did Jesus do what Allah did not?

Islam denies that Jesus ever died.  They say that Jesus has not done the greatest act of love.  Their denial does not change the fact that Jesus died on the cross which is overwhelmingly testified by those eyewitnesses who recorded the Gospel and the New Testament.  
It’s also important to point out that whether or not Muslims believe Jesus died on the cross does not change the fact that Jesus told us what the greatest act of love was—and Allah has not done it.  
Which "god" then is more loving: the one who sets conditions on his love, or the one who acted in selfless love as the Son of God did when he came to earth in the form of a man? Jesus is the only person in the history of the world to ever fulfill the Messianic prophecies which predicted God would walk among his people and teach us His commands. This Messiah would then be a sacrifice for all of mankind’s sins, be they Jew or Gentile.
Muslims want Christians to adopt Islam. But what they do not understand is that they are asking Christians to give up worshiping Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, the one Divine person who has performed the greatest act of love on their behalf.  Why would we ever do that!?

Who does God love?

I have found no where in the Qur'an where it says that “Allah is love.”  The Qur'an says that Allah loves people who love him first, but it never says that “Allah is love.”  By contrast, the Bible clearly tells us that “God is love.”  

"And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him," (The New Testament, 1 John 4:16)
Does God love all?  In Islam, the answer is “No.” In Christianity, the answer is “Yes.”  Consider the following verses from the Qur'an:
"Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and messengers, to Gabriel and Michael,- Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith," (Surah 2:98, Trans. Yusuf Ali) 
"Say: Obey Allah and the Messenger; but if they turn back, then surely Allah does not love the unbelievers." (Surah 3:32, Trans. Shakir). 

Consider the following verses from the Bible:
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life," (The Gospel, John 3:16) 
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.' 44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you 45 in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same? 47 "And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.." (The Gospel, Matthew 5:43-48)
 

We can easily see the huge difference between the "God of Islam" and the "God of the Bible:"  
· In Islam, God does not love all people.  In the Bible, God does love all people and does not want any of them to be damned for eternity (see, Matthew 18:10-14).
· In Islam, Allah did not die for the sins of those who were not his chosen people.  In the Bible, God did (see, John 1:29; John 4:42; John 8:12; Ephesians 2:14-17).
· In Islam, Allah has not performed the greatest act of love which is to lay one’s life down for another.  In the Bible, God did exactly that! (Matthew 20:28; Luke 24:40-49)
My question to the Muslims is: "What makes you think that I want to give up my Lord who loves me so much that He would die for me, and did die for me, for a god who has not and cannot perform the greatest act of love?"
The proof of God’s love for me is not only found in the true Word of God in the Holy Bible, but in God’s deeds as well. If you are having difficulty believing this truth, then I encourage you to pray to Jesus and ask him for the correct answer. As Jesus taught:

"And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened. [10] For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks. [11] "You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? [12] Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! [13] If you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him..." (The Gospel, Luke 11:9-13)
But before you pray to Jesus, you must sincerely want to accept and believe he died for your sins and is the Savior of the World. Here is a prayer to help you:

"God... I am a sinner. I'm sorry for my sins. I want to turn away from sin, but I need Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help me. Jesus, from this moment on, I accept you as my Lord and Savior. I want to follow you and serve God in the fellowship of your church. I want to receive your Holy Spirit so my love for God will grow. Being filled with God's Love instead of sin is how I will purify my soul. I ask these things in your name, Jesus the Christ. Amen."
Conclusion:  from AnsweringIslam.com

For those acquainted with the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the Qur'anic commentary of God's love is striking in its paucity, and in its human-like description of God's love to mankind. Jesus said in Luke 6:32 "But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them."
If God then only loves those who love Him, or do good, or are pure then this love is not above or beyond man's love since man also loves and appreciates such people. But a love that goes beyond the surface and loves the unlovable and seeks to win over even the most wicked and rebellious can only be a manifestation of the One who is love. 

In the New Testament, “love” is used over 25 times in a letter about Jesus written by Saint John. Saint John was one of Jesus’ original Apostles: 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. [8]. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. [9] In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His one and only Son into the world, that we might live through Him. [10] In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. [11] Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. [13] By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. [14] And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. [15] Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. [16] And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. [17] Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. [18] There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. [19] We love Him because He first loved us. [20] If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? [21] And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. (The New Testament, 1, John 4, 7-21) 

Further, we have the testimony from God who states to His own:

"Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with loving kindness I have drawn you." (The Old Testament, Jeremiah 31:3)

"I will never leave you nor forsake you." (The New Testament, Hebrews 13:5) 

"The Son of man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." (The Gospel, Luke 19:10) 

One could say that Jesus is God's love expressed throughout History, Salvation History of which Muhammad is never mentioned according Christian, and independent, non-Christian scholars (see, http://www.salvationhistory.com/library/category/audio_resources ). 

One final passage that emphasis that the relationship of the believer to the Lord is based in love is found in Ephesians. It is in fact the nature of God that dwells in the believer to produce love and to fill the believer with the fullness of God's presence. 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15. from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16. that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17. that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18. may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height 19. to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (The New Testament, Ephesians 3:14-19)
http://www.answering-islam.org/Quran/Themes/love.htm












1
Information provided by:  www.MuslimsSeekingJesus.com
Page  of 4
PAGE  
1

